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Dear Friends, 

 

The 12th Annual Festa di Pasta will be held on Saturday, October 28th!  This is an important 

event in the life of our congregation.  It is a fundraiser in support of our church’s ministry, an 

outreach event in our community, and an opportunity for a lot of us to be involved in a festive 

event together. 

 

People are already hard at work, and plans are already underway, and there will be opportunities 

for all of us to help out.  We are grateful to Jim Nelson for agreeing to serve as the Festa di Pasta 

team coordinator this year!  As in years past, we will be having a Silent Auction and a Country 

Store, so we are looking for people to contribute items to both of these. (There are articles inside 

this newsletter with more information about items needed and contact people.) We will also have a 

drawing for a beautiful quilt!  

 

And of course there will be a delicious pasta dinner, including a few new menu items!  All those 

who prepare or serve food in the kitchen need to attend a food safety training session every 

three years.  Training dates will be announced soon.  If you are not sure when you last had the 

training, check with us in the church office. 

 

Lawn signs will be available soon for those who have a place we can put one to help publicize 

Festa di Pasta, and sign-up sheets will be set up in the gathering space soon, as we will need many 

people involved to help share the load. 

 

Most importantly, we need everyone to talk it up with people we know, and to invite family, friends 

and neighbors to attend.  We will attach a digital version of our flyer to a congregational email in 

mid-October for you to print or forward.  Finally, Festa di Pasta Tickets will go on sale early in 

October on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. 

Ticket prices are $13 for adults and $15 on the evening of 

the Festa, $6 for children ages 6-10 and free for children 5 

and under. 

 

It should be another great evening of fun and fellowship, 

and we encourage everyone to find ways to participate in 

the festivities. 

 

Growing in Love of God and Neighbor, 

 

Marty and Donna 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Acts of the Apostles 

THE EXPERIMENTAL CHURCH 
Powered by the Spirit 

October 1st – World Communion Sunday 

An Experiment in Evangelism       

Acts 8:26-39      
 
 

October 8th 

An Experiment in Forbearance      

Acts 9:1-18       

 

October 15th 

An Experiment in Vocation       

Acts 9:19-31      

           

October 22nd 

An Experiment in Yielding      

Acts 11:1-18       

 
October 29th – All Saint’s Sunday 

An Experiment in Saintliness      

Acts 16:11-15, 40 

 

A GREAT START TO A NEW FALL SEASON 
 

We had a great start to our new fall season.  We began Wednesday night activities with a neighborhood 

picnic.  On Rally Day we kicked off our Sunday school year, our fall worship series, The Experimental 

Church: Powered by the Spirit, and shared in a mission brunch.  We  presented a Family Blessing Box to each 

family with children and youth, as a way of helping our families grow in their faith at home.  Included in the 

box were a wooden cube with a different mealtime prayer on each of the 6 faces, a book called Faithful 

Families by Traci Smith, a “flat Wesley,” and a variety of other resources. These boxes were made possible 

through our Wednesday night meal donations.  We are Growing in our Love of God and Neighbor here at 

the corner of Greeley and Myrtle.  Come grow with us! 

MUSIC 

WORSHIP IN OCTOBER 

Living with Gusto, Guts, Growth, and Grace 

with Gretchen Fogo, Retired UMC Pastor 

Thursday, October 5th at 3:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

Rev. Gretchen Fogo has always had older adults in her life, from whom she has learned so much about living 

life with gusto, guts, growth, and grace.  And she loves to share her learnings with others.   

A graduate of Carleton College, Fogo has been a school teacher, a homemaker, an organizer with the League 

of Women Voters, a camp counselor, a pastor, a conference program staff member, and the director of 

church relations at Hamline University.  A life-long learner, she holds a Masters of Divinity and a PhD in Ger-

ontology.  She has also maintained an active and adventurous lifestyle throughout her years.  Come and hear 

what she has to share!  

Kids Club, October 18th   

6:15pm–7:15pm  

after supper. We will be 

making a craft project, 

playing some games and 

making some treats all 

with a Halloween theme 

so come all dressed up in 

your favorite costume.  

    Hope to see your there  

         for a Ghoulish Good Time 

YOUTH NEWS 

SCRIP 

The Scrip Program provides an opportunity 

to contribute a portion of your everyday 

expenses to First UMC. Every card 

purchase provides much needed 

funding for First UMC programs. 

You receive the full value of your 

card purchase and First UMC 

receives a percentage of the card 

value. First UMC Scrip doesn't cost, 

it pays! Scrip cards can be ordered in 

the Fellowship Hall following 

worship every Sunday.  

  

 

CROP Walk – 

S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  8 t h 
Sunday, October 8th, after church, we will walk 

to raise awareness about hunger and water 

issues and raise money to fight hunger locally 

and globally. Let Abigail know if you plan to 

walk. You can also donate to the walk by 

putting Crop Walk in the memo line of your 

check and making it out to FUMC. This is a 

family friendly event for all ages, so join us!   

Help stop hunger! 
Halloween Party – Wednesday, 

October 25th. 

Meet at church by 6pm. Costumes encouraged. 

Friends welcome! We will head to the Helwigs’ 

for Halloween fun with games and treats. 

KID’ S CLUB 

Church family, 

Thank you very much for the cards, calls, emails, 

flowers, prayers, poems and kindness during my 

mom’s illness and especially after she passed. I 

appreciate the beautiful gestures and I’m in awe 

of the banner ”Love Endures” in memorial of my 

mom. With heartfelt gratitude, Monica Basaker 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for the teacher bag during workshop 

week. It means a lot to me. As a teacher, I 

appreciate your prayers and support. My 4th 

graders are off to a good start. They are excited 
to learn many new things! Thank you,  

Sue Traxler, Lily Lake School 
 

Dear friends at UMC, Thank you so for the 

warm welcome back to school. We look forward 

to partnering with you! 

Sincerely, 

The Lily Lake staff 

THANK YOU 



L IFE IN THE CHURCH 
SILENT AUCTION 
 

As part of our festivities at the Festa di Pasta on 

October 28th, we will again be having a Silent 

Auction. We would appreciate donations of 
items to be auctioned off.  Popular past items 

include group dinners, gift certificates, 

experiences, gift cards, service offerings such as 

massages, and gift baskets. Donations may be 

brought to the church office anytime before 

October 27th. If anyone would be willing to assist 

with the setting up and recording of items, it 

would be greatly appreciated. We will need help 

setting up on Wednesday night, help on 

Thursday and Friday logging in and setting up the 

items, and help on Saturday during the auction. If 

you would like to help, please talk to Linda Ash 

or the church office.   

 

COUNTRY STORE 

 

When making jams or 

j e l l i e s ,  r e l i s h e s , 

gathering honey or 

spices please set some 

aside for the Country 

Store.  Naturals, baked 

goods, cards, dish 

towels, jewelry, and, of 

c o u r s e ,  A n i t a ' s 

potholders, etc. is always appreciated.   

Its always fun to see the full beautiful tables.   

Any questions call Bev Walmar at 651-770-2770. 

 

Highway Pickup 

Saturday Morning, October 7th, at 9:00 am 

Every spring and fall our congregation does 

highway pickup along a two-mile stretch of road 

just west of the church on Myrtle Street.  Come 

join us on Saturday morning, October 7th, to help 

us pick up the roadside, enjoy some fellowship, 

and get some fresh air and exercise.  We will 

meet at the church at 9:00 am, and it usually 

takes about an hour. 

OUR CHURCH – 

SCHOOL CONNECTION 

We are pleased to let you 

know that our church received 

a $1000 church-school 

partnership grant from the 

Minnesota Annual Conference 

to support our growing relationship with Lily 

Lake Elementary School.  Leap Into the Gift of 

Reading is the title of our initiative at Lily Lake, 

which provides volunteers for the media center, 

some special reading-related activities, the 

building of a Little Free Library on school 

property, and expressions of appreciation and 

encouragement to the teachers and staff.  We 
are excited to be growing in our relationship 

with our neighbors at Lily Lake Elementary 

School.   

P.S. Thanks to Dave Swanson for our logo! 

 

 

After one year, our LITTLE FREE 

LIBRARIES are still going 

strong 

We have many visitors to our two 

Little Free Libraries.  Whenever we 

check on them there are always 

new books we haven’t seen before.  

Feel free to drop your gently used book 

donations at the church.  If the library is full, 

bring them inside and we will use them to 

replenish and refresh the libraries as needed.   

Stewardship Update 

We are grateful for the continued financial 

support of our congregation. Through the month 

of August we have had income of $186,802 and 

expenses of $189,417, leaving us with a modest 

shortfall of $2615 in our General Fund.  This is 

encouraging for us at the end of the summer, and 

it compares favorably to 2016, when at this same 

time we had income of $178,335 and expenses of 

$188,863. So again, we are grateful to our 

congregation for its generous support of our 

church and its ministries.   

    Finance Committee 

FINANCE 

UNITED METHODIST MEN (UMM) 

The UMM will meet at the Lowell Inn on 

Saturday, October 14th at 8:00 am.  Join us for a 

devotion, breakfast, and fellowship to start the 

weekend. All men of the congregation are invited 

to attend. 

Sunday Adult Study 

Listening Deeply and Speaking Kindly 

The Letter of James 
 

On October 1st and 8th we will be having a 

two-part study.  On the 1st we will be discuss 

Listening Deeply, watching a TED Talk by Julian 

Treasure entitled 5 Ways to Listen Better, and 

on the 8th we will follow up with a discussion 

on Speaking Kindly. 

Then on the 15th we will begin a several week 

study of the Letter of James. It is a brief letter, 

just four chapters, but it is filled with very wise 

advice about Christian faith and practice.   

These studies are open to everyone, so come 

join us at 9:30 am in the Wesley Room  

MUSIC 

If you are on Facebook, make 

sure the 

“like” our 

page (First 

U n i t e d 

Met hodi s t 

Church of Stillwater, 

MN) to receive our posts in your newsfeed.  

And “share” with your friends, to help us spread 

the word about all that is happening here at the 

corner of Greeley and Myrtle! 

Oct. 2 Monica Basaker, Darby Burton;  Oct. 3 Dorothy Reeves;  Oct. 6 Allison Cossetta, 

Lois Grafenstein, Konnie Helwig, Jeremy Krentz;  Oct. 7 Mary Brown, Ted Gilbert;  Oct. 8 Mollie Wise;  Oct. 

11 Emily Mayaka;  Oct. 12 Liv Hoff, Luke Niethammer;  Oct. 13 Pat Greupner, Nicole Larson;  Oct. 15 Adam 

Frederick, Korinne Smith; Oct. 19 Linda Ash;  Oct. 20 Scott Harvey;  Oct. 21 Michelle Clark;  Oct. 22  Kelli 

Auer, Byron Torgerson;  Oct. 23 Kathy Holst;  Oct. 26 Julie Paukert;  Oct. 29 Bonnie Polichnia;  Oct. 30 Jodi 

Larson. 

 

WOMEN'S MINISTRIES  

Ada/Ruth will meet on October 6th at 9:30 am 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Winners Circle will meet at church at 10:00 am 

om October 12th. Vicky Anderson and Diane 

Jackson will co-host. Using the ideas from Brene 

Brown’s book, “Braving the Wilderness”, we will 

discover that true belonging does not require us 

to sacrifice who we are and what we value. Come 

join us! 

 

The New Beginnings Circle invites you to 

enjoy with a trip to the Gammelgarden in Scandia 

on Monday, October 16th.  

The Gammelgarden means “Old, Small Farm” and 
the tour includes the history of the five buildings, 

a Swedish museum and gift shop.  Car pools will 

leave our church at 11:55 and travel to the 

Lutheran church across the street for a delicious 

chicken salad lunch served by the women of the 

church. The tour will follow.  Wear good walking 

shoes, dress for the weather and be ready for a 

very enjoyable afternoon with church friends.  

open to men and women. Sign up sheets are 

found at the Information Center and a final count 

can be given by October 9th.  

No Rivertown 

Ringers rehearsal on 

Wednesday, October 18th 

2017. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
        
1   World Communion 

  9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship/Communion 

11:30 am Fellowship Time 

2                              

9:00 am T.O.P.S. 

10:00 am Chair Yoga 

3 

9:30 am Tuesday Bible Study 

10:00 am Martha’s Group 

12:00 pm Centering Prayer 

 

 

4  4:30 pm  Worship Meeting 

5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner 

6:00 pm Confirmation 

6:15 pm Adult Ed Class 

6:15 pm Rivertown Ringers 

7:30 pm Open Circle 

7:30 pm Open Circle rehearsal 

5   

3:00 pm Living With Gusto 

 

6 

9:30 am Ada/Ruth  
7 

9:00 am Highway Clean-up 

8     

  9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship/Open Circle 

11:30 am Fellowship Time 

11:45 am Crop Walk 

 

 

9 

9:00 am T.O.P.S. 

10:00 am Chair Yoga 

  

   

10 

9:30 am Tuesday Bible Study 

10:00 am Martha’s Group 

12:00 pm Centering Prayer 

6:00 pm Education Meeting 

 

 

11 

10:00 am Prayer Shawl Group 

5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner  

6:00 pm Youth Group Bonfire 

6:15 pm Adult Ed Class 

6:15 pm Rivertown Ringers 

6:30 pm Finance Meeting 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

12 

10:00 am Winners Circle 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at  

   Lowell Inn 

15   

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship Time 

 

16 

9:00 am T.O.P.S. 

10:00 am Chair Yoga 

11:45 am Meet at Church for 

Gammelgarden Tour-New 

Beginnings  

17 

9:30 am Tuesday Bible Study 

10:00 am Martha’s Group 

12:00 pm Centering Prayer 

6:30 pm Trustees 

 

 

18  

5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner  

6:00 pm Confirmation 

6:15 pm Kid’s Club Halloween party 

6:15 pm Adult Ed Class 

6:15 pm Rivertown Ringers 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

19 

1:30 pm Welcome Committee 

3:00 pm Caring Ministries  

20 

10:00 am Quilters 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

22    

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship Time 

7:00 pm Alliance Gathering 

 

23 

9:00 am T.O.P.S. 

10:00 am Chair Yoga 

  

 

 

24 

9:30 am Tuesday Bible Study 

10:00 am Martha’s Group 

12:00 pm Centering Prayer 

  

 

25 10:00 am Prayer Shawl Group 

5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner  

6:00 pm Youth Halloween Party 
6:15 pm Adult Ed Class 
6:15 pm Rivertown Ringers 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 

26 

 

27 28 

4:00 pm Festa di Pasta 

4:00 pm Country Store 

and Silent Auction 

 

 

  OCTOBER  2017         

                      

29  All Saints Day 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship/Communion 

11:30 am Fellowship Time 

 

30 

9:00 am T.O.P.S. 

10:00 am Chair Yoga 

  

 

 

31 Halloween 

9:30 am Tuesday Bible Study 

10:00 am Martha’s Group 

12:00 pm Centering Prayer 
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